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International Law Textbooks:
A Review of Materials and Methods
JOHN W. WILLIAMS*

I. Introduction

Over forty years ago, Professor Manley 0. Hudson, at the time a judge on
the Permanent Court of International Justice,' wrote the first review of textbooks of international law. 2 The article, "Twelve Casebooks on International Law," has since been cited in a number of articles about the teaching
of international law. 3

However, none of the articles since "Twelve

Casebooks . . ." repeats Hudson's task of examining the materials available to teachers of international law. In Professor Hudson's spirit, this article is a review of a number of international law textbooks (not just
casebooks)-current and past, well-known and obscure.
In addition to a teaching tool, international law textbooks are excellent
references and research resources. Textbooks are one of the best places to
begin research or to familiarize oneself with a subject. 4 Professor Hudson
acknowledged this in 1938:
This galaxy [of textbooks] has not only lightened the task of teachers and scholars of international law; it has also furnished the legal practitioner with valuable
aids for investigating problems in the field. For the basic materials of international law are not assembled in any system of reports or of statutes; they are
scattered among a variety
of sources, and few are the digests to which an investor
5
may turn for his leads.
*John W. Williams; B.A., Principia College; J.D., The George Washington University; M.A.
Candidate, The George Washington University. The author is currently a Visiting Assistant
Professor of Political Sciences and Law at Principia College, and chairs the Committee on
International Legal Education of the Section on International Law and Practice.
1936-45.
2
Hudson, Twelve Casebooks on InternationalLaw, 32 AM. J. INT'L L. 447 (1938).
'See Bishop, InternationalLaw in American Law Schools Today, 27 AM. J. INT'L L. 686, 688,
n.5 (1953); Carlston, The Teaching ofInternationalLaw in Law Schools, 48 COLUM. L. REV.
516, 522, n.21 (1948). There was one article prior to Hudson's that discussed fifteen international law casebooks and treatises: Akzin, On the Teaching of InternationalLaw, 20 IowA L.
REV. 774 (1934).
4For use of textbooks in research, see Williams, Research Tis in InternationalLaw, 15 J.
INT'L L. ECON. 1 (1981).
'Hudson, supra note 2, at 449. See also Analytical Tools-Textbooks, Casebooks, and Classics, 15 J. INT'L L. ECON. 173-90 (1981).
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Reference to a textbook can provide a substantive introduction to a topic as
well as suggest citations of additional materials and key words for further
research. Furthermore, textbooks, as "the teachings of the most highly
qualified publicists of the various nations,"' 6 are recognized in evidence of
international law. 7 Justice Horace Gray described the use of writings in the
Paquete Habana case:
• * , where there is no treaty, and no controlling executive or legislative act or
judicial decision, resort must be held to the customs and usages of civilized
nations; and as evidence of these, to the words of jurists and commentators who
by years of labour, research, and experience have made themselves peculiarly
well acquainted with the subjects of which they treat. Such works are resorted to
by judicial tribunals, not for the speculations of their authors concerning what
the
8
law ought to be, but for trustworthy evidence of what the law really is.
Professor Akehurst, author of one of the texts under review, has summarized the relationship between writings and other sources of international
law:
[Olne finds that states in diplomatic controversies still quote profusely from writers (although the quotations are not always acknowledged), because writers provide a comprehensive, succinct and (with luck) impartial summary
of state
9
practice. In a nutshell, writers quote states and states quote writers.

II. Selecting a Textbook: Content and Other Criteria
A. Coverage
The question a teacher must ask prior to selecting a textbook and teaching a course concerns the coverage of the course: what material do I want
to cover in the course? The answer to this question will naturally narrow
the choice to useful textbooks.' 0 Within the field of public international
law there are a variety of topics for study. These topics include: law of war
'Statute of the InternationalCourt of Justice, Art. 38(1)(d), T.S. No. 993.
7
See Akehurst, The Hierarchy of the Sources of InternationalLaw, 67 BRIT. Y.B.

273, 279-80 (1974-75); and

INT'L

L.

AKEHURST, A MODERN INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL LAW

42-43 (1977).
'The Paquete Habana, 175 U.S. 677 (1900). The Court also wrote:
In the absence of higher and more authoritative sanctions, the ordinances of foreign states,
the opinions of eminent statesmen, and the writings of distinguished jurists, are regarded as
of great consideration on questions not settled by conventional law. In cases where the
principal jurists agree, the presumption will be very great in favor of the solidarity of their
maxims; and no civilized nation, that does not arrogantly set all ordinary law and justice at
definance, will venture to disregard the uniform sense of the established writers on international law.
Id. at 701 (quoting Chancellor Kent, I KENT COM. 18).
'AKEHURST, A MODERN INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL LAW 43 (1977).
'"A subject matter breakdown of international law is suggested in Williams, supra note 4,at
13-15. This review, is focused on textbooks of public international law. Thus, textbooks of
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and peace (e.g., armed forces, arms control and disarmament, world order,
and conflict resolution); law of international organizations (e.g. U.N.,
E.E.C., international courts, and international economic/development bodies); law of international relations (e.g., treaty-making powers, conduct of
foreign affairs, constitutional law, national security, and diplomatic and
consular law); law of common areas (e.g., law of the seas, air, space and
celestial bodies, polar regions, and the environment); law of human rights
(e.g., U.N. covenants and the Helsinki accords); law concerning individuals
(e.g., immigration and naturalization, criminal law, and extradition); procedural law (e.g., foreign claims and transnational procedure). Although
these topics are covered by most textbooks, the "typical" textbook tends to
have twelve major chapters or parts, covering the following topics:
1) foundations of international law (e.g., nature, functions, sources,
relations to municipal law);
2) international personality (e.g., recognition of states and governments,
who can be a party in international law);
3) territory (e.g., how does a state get it, keep it and lose it);
4) jurisdiction and immunities to jurisdiction (sometimes divided into
two chapters);
5) state succession (sometimes combined with the next chapter)
6) state responsibility and international claims;
7) nationality (e.g., alienage, citizenship);
8) treaties and international agreements;
9) peaceful settlement of disputes;
10) law of armed conflict (e.g., use of force, actions short of war);
11) law of international organizations (e.g., United Nations, ICJ); and
12) substantive areas of international law (e.g., law of the sea, air and
space law, environment, energy and resources, protection of human
rights).
In addition, most textbooks, contributing to their usefulness as research
tools, include detailed tables of contents, extensive lists of cases and other
legal documentation, detailed indexes, and extensive bibliographies or bibliographic footnotes. Some of the textbooks also include reproductions of
standard international documents, such as the U.N. Charter and the ICJ
Statute. Naturally, each textbook contains a different smorgasbord of topics, some leaving out any discussion to the laws of war while others focus
heavily on the problems of state jurisdiction. Every textbook under review,
however, contributes substantial space to the foundations of international
law and some discussion of international personality/state recognition, territory, jurisdiction and immunities, and state responsibility.
other facets of international law, such as foreign law, comparative law, conflicts of law, or
private/transnational law, are excluded.

Winter 1984
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B. Purpose of Course
There is a difference of opinion over what international law courses
should accomplish. One early leader in American practice of international
law, James Oliver Murdock, stated:
The student should have a thorough foundation in the history of civilization
and in international relations and organizations. He should have mastered the
fundamentals of at least two systems of law, preferably modern civil and common
law, because international law is the body of rules applicable to certain public
corporations known as states.I
Professor Carlson, in a post-World War II article, stated:
The training of practitioners of international law, however, will not be satisfied
by a beginning course in international law. The practice of international law is a
highly developed art, demanding an exceedingly broad cultural equipment in history, political science, jurisprudence and languages. The training of the international lawyer is found in a broad program of international
studies, not merely in
2
an elementary international law course in law school.'
International law must, in other words, be seen in perspective. It must be seen
and understood from the standpoint of its place in the international order. Not
only must our proposed basic course include the study of international law, but it
must examine the international order itself if the lawyer is to make an effective
13
contribution to the growth of a vigorous and healthy international society.
The impact of the disagreement, simplistically described as fundamentals/
principles versus application/international order will also affect a professor's selection of text and teaching style.
I. Textbook Types
A. Traditional
Most international law textbooks, including a majority of those under
review, follow a generally accepted standardized outline, much like the outline of the hypothetical textbook presented above. 14 This outline is found
throughout international legal materials. It is found in Schwarzenberger's
A Manual of International Law,' 5 in Lauterpacht's International Law
"Murdock, Teaching of Comparative and International Law, 19 TUL. L. REV. 249, 252
(1944).
2

Carlston, The Teaching of InternationalLaw in Law Schools, 48 COLUM. L. REV. 516, 525
OF THE FIFTH CONFERENCE OF TEACHERS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND RELATED SUBJECTS 116, 120-22 (1933).
'Carlston, supra note 12, at 529.
"See supra notes 10-11 and accompanying text.

(1948). See Dickinson, The Law School Curriculum, in PROCEEDINGS

"SCHWARZENBERGER

Chapters 1-2
Chapter 3
Chapter 4
VOL. 18, NO. 1
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MANUAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

International Law in Perspective/
Foundations of International Law
International Personality
State Jurisdiction (and Immunities)

(6th ed. 1976):

InternationalLaw Textbooks
Reporter,' 6 and in the Max-Planck Institute's semiannual bibliography of
Public International Law.' 7 This outline is the traditional format for
Chapter 5
Chapter 6
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter
Chapter

7
8
9-l1
12

Objects of International Law
International Transactions (Including Treaties and International
Responsibility)
Legal and Illegal Uses of Force
Law of Neutrality
Law of International Institutions
Patterns of International Law and Organization in a Nuclear Age

656 INTERNATIONAL LAW REPORTS, xi-xiii (Lauterpacht, ed., 1980):

Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part

I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII
IX
X
XI

International Law in General
States as International Persons
State Territory
Jurisdiction
State Responsibility
Individual in International Law
Diplomatic and Consular Intercourse and Privileges
Treaties
International Organizations and Administration
Disputes
War and Neutrality

Lauterpacht readily acknowledges the inability of draw clear distinctions between categories of
international law:
The International Law Reports endeavour to provide within a single series of volumes comprehensive access in English to judicial materials bearing on public international law. On
certain topics it is not always easy to draw a clear line between cases which are essentially
ones of public international law interest and those which are primarily applications of special domestic rules. For example, in relation to extradition, the Reports will include cases
which bear on the exception of "political offences" or the rule of double criminality, but will
restrict the number of cases dealing with purely procedural aspects of extradition. Similarly,
while the general rules relating to the admission and exclusion of aliens, especially of refugees, are of international legal interest, cases on the procedure of admission usually are not.
In such borderline areas, and sometimes also where there is a series of domestic decisions all
dealing with a single point in essentially the same manner, only one illustrative decision will
be printed and references to the remainder will be given in an accompanying note. Id., at
vii.
"76 PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW: A CURRENT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ARTICLES, No. 2, v-vi

(Max-Planck Institute, 1980):
Part 1-5

Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part
Part

6-7
8
9-11
12
13
14
15
16-19
20-22
23
24-25
26

General, Basic Problems of International Law, History of
International Law, Sources of International Law, International
Law and Municipal Law
(States, Subjects of International Law)
Territory
Sea, Air and Space, Environment Protection
(Nationality, Human Rights)
(International Responsibility)
Diplomacy and Consular Matters
International Legal Cooperation
(Subject Matter Areas)
(International Organizations)
Peaceful Settlement of Disputes
Peace and Security, Alliances
War and Armed Conflict
Winter 1984
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presenting and teaching international law. The traditional textbooks come
in several forms: casebooks, hornbooks, treatises, manuals, and outlines.
While their contents and approach may vary, their formats are almost identical. (see Chart 1)
1. CASEBOOKS

William Bishop's InternationalLaw.- Cases andMaterials18 is a prototype
traditional casebook. It follows the standard format, relies almost entirely
on excerpts of international cases, arbitrations and documents, and is interspersed with explanatory notes, which themselves are excerpts from cases,
opinions and diplomatic documents. When cases are unavailable, Bishop
follows the standard practice and excerpts from a number of the older international law textbooks, treatises and digests.' 9
According to Bishop:
[My] materials are designed for use in a three-hour, one-semester introductory
course in international law offered to law students. With omissions selected by
the instructor, they can be used satisfactorily in a two-hour, one-semester course;
and with the addition of some outside reading, preparation of papers, and the
like, they should furnish adequate basic material for a course of four or more
hours credit. This volume will also be suitable for use in college courses in international law in which emphasis is placed in legal rather than political aspects of
the subject. The book should also be of interest and of help to the lawyer or
layman who wishes to obtain through
unaided study a better understanding of
20
the legal side of international life.

"The point of view of the casebook is frankly American .... ,,21Bishop is
likewise concerned with the practical side of the law, as demonstrated by an
Part 27
Neutrality
The editors of the bibliography, which is actually a periodical index, also recognized the vague
shadings between different categories of international law:
Our goal is to establish as far as possible a compilation of all articles dealing with international law. The bibliography has therefore been put on a broad basis.... Here are found,
in addition to those journals that deal primarily with international law, many other journals

where the emphasis lies in other areas of the law or in other fields such as history, politics, or
economy in which problems of international law may be treated occasionally .... The
bibliography, moreover, is based on a broad concept of international law. Articles relating
to the provisions of constitutional law on the foreign relations power, the law of nationality,
the rights of aliens and many other areas often lie on the border or even outside international law, but have so close a relation to the subject that their inclusion in the bibliography
may thus be useful for similar reasons. The decision whether to include an article in the
bibliography is, therefore, more often affirmative than not. The goal-to set up as comprehensive a compilation of articles on international law as possible. . . . Id, at ii.
"BISHOP, INTERNATIONAL LAW: CASES AND MATERIAL (3d ed. 1971).
"See, e.g., J. BRIERLY, LAW OF NATIONS (5th ed. 1955); C. HYDE, INTERNATIONAL LAW (2d
ed. 1945); H. KELSEN, PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (1952); L. OPPENHEIM, INTERNATIONAL LAW (LAUTERPACHT ed. 1955); H. WHEATON, ELEMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

(Classics of International Law Series, 1936).
2
Bishop, supra note 18, at vii.
2
Id, at viii.
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introductory chapter on international legal careers. 22 Bishop also states a
clear preference on the topics which he believes are most important and
23
least important to study.
The casebook, which usually relies on the judgments of judicial or arbitral tribunals and requires Socratic method of teaching, does have a key
drawback, as Bishop points out:
[T]he emphasis is on international law as it is applied in courts and in dealings
between foreign offices of nations, rather than upon international organizations
or upon nonlegal factors in international relations. Of course these factors other
than the law may be of great importance, often greater in a particular situation
than are the rules and principles of international law. The limitations of a
casebook prevent presentation of the nonlegal factors in any great detail, but the
user of the book must always remember
that nonlegal factors exist and that they
24
may have far-reaching influence.
Casebooks, because they rely on legal documentation for their text, are
restricted almost entirely to the legal factors in international law. While, in
context, the study of law is appropriate, too narrow a view of international
law deprives the student of the important non-legal facets, such as the political and organizational aspects of international relationships.
Herbert Briggs' well-known and well-used casebook 25 takes the case
method a small step beyond the restriction aired by Bishop. Briggs prefaced his first edition:
The law of nations is probably best taught by the case method, but the student
needs more than cases. The Editor has therefore prepared a series of Notes which
digest cases in accord or in conflict with those reported, which abstract or quote
from contemporary American, British, French, and German writings on the principles of international law, and which present a synthesis of material not ordinarily found in 26either case-books or the standard general treatises on
international law.
Nevertheless, the book follows, if not establishes, the traditional outline of
international law. Perhaps its distinguishing feature is the heavy emphasis
on the laws of war and neutrality--over a quarter of the textbook is devoted
to this subject.
The late professor and international jurist, H. Lauterpacht, considered
Briggs' text as the "most valuable and useful case book in the field of inter22

1d, at xiii-xviii.
"Id.,
at viii, n. . The chapters on the nature, sources and applications of international law,
international agreements, and international organizations are singled out as having primary
importance. By a process of elimination, the chapters on territory, individuals and nationality,
and force and war would be the first to be omitted from a shortened course. Chapters on
recognition, jurisdiction, immunities, state responsibility and international claims fall somewhere in between. This is an indication of the trend in the interests of international law scholars and practitioners.
24Id
.

"H.
BRIGGs, THE LAW OF NATIONS: CASES, DOCUMENTS AND NOTES (2d ed. 1951).
2
6H. BRIGGS, THE LAW OF NATIONS: CASES, DOCUMENTS AND NOTES, V. (lst ed. 1938).

VOL. 18, NO. I
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national law."' 27 Its continued use to the present date testifies to its value.
Judge Lauterpacht also acknowledged that the book was more than a collection of cases:
[T]his substantial volume may safely be regarded as the best case book now available. But it is more than that. In more senses than one it is a treatise of international law, and with relatively little effort it could be cast in the form of a treatise
accompanied by cases. For Professor Briggs' Notes are not mere bibliographical
references. They contain a thorough and critical discussion of the various subjects illustrated by the cases and documents. 28
One of the most recent casebooks is that of the British international legal
scholar, professor and author, Ian Brownlie. 29 Like the other texts, Brownlie's Principles of InternationalLaw follows the traditional outline. However, as the author indicates in his preface, he attempts to escape the
shackles of law:
The prime object remains that of the first edition:30 to present the subject matter
in terms of law and legal technique, whilst
3 1 making appropriate reference to the
influence of policy and political conflicts.
In fact, at times, the book borders on being a hornbook.
There are several points to note about this text. First, the author, who
holds the prestigious international law chair at the University of London, is
English. Although he attempts to write or edit "of the practice of states
generally,"'32 he does reflect the British approach to international law. This
may explain why the book is not seen more widely in American law
schools. Second, and to its credit, this is one of the few, if not the only,
international law casebooks available in paperback and, thus, is more reasonably priced. Third, and interestingly, this book is one of the few inter33
national law textbooks translated into Russian.
The enthnocentric nature of Professor Castel's casebook 34 explains why it
may never appear in classrooms in the United States. The author is direct
about this matter, since "[t]his book is designed for use by Canadian law
students in an introductory course on international law."' 35 In fact, the subtitle is "As Chiefly Interpreted and Applied in Canada." As a result, the
text relies heavily on Canadian cases and documents and focuses on topics
of Canadian interest, such as the Arctic and the Great Lakes.
"Lauterpacht, Book Review, 28 BRIT. Y.B. INT'L L. 419 (1951).
"Id at 420.
"I. BROWNLIE, PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (3d ed. 1979).
"°The first edition was published in 1966.
"See supra note 29, at Preface.
32Id
.

"By the noted Soviet international legal scholar G.I. Tunkin, Moscow, 1977.
14J.

CASTEL, INTERNATIONAL LAW, As CHIEFLY AS INTERPRETED AND APPLIED IN CANADA

(3d ed. 1976).
"Id, at vii.
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Castel's book is the best source, however, on Canadian practice in international law. 36 Castel, who has an SJD from Harvard Law School and is a
professor of law at the Osgoode Hall Law School of the York University in
Toronto, is also the author of the leading Canadian textbook on conflicts of
law. 3 7 In his international law textbook, the author utilizes extensive bibliographic references and explanatory or editorial notes. Perhaps reflecting
the trends in the interests of international legal scholars, Castel has deleted
his earlier sections of war and neutrality, and has expanded sections on
human rights and environmental law.
L.C. Green, a professor at the University of Alberta, is another Canadian
author/editor. However, Green's casebook 38 is not focused as narrowly as
the Castel text. His book is the prototype casebook. There is little, if any,
personal comment or editorial note. Each chapter begins with a brief
resume of facts, followed by extracts from cases, documents and judgments.
A unique feature of the text is that each chapter heading contains cross39
references to the other leading textbooks and sources of international law.
Back on American turf is the casebook of Professors Louis Henkin, Richard Pugh, Oscar Schacter, and Hans Smit. 40 All are professors at the
Columbia University Law School and are well-known international legal
scholars. The casebook is the successor to the casebook of Pugh, the late
Wolfgang Friedmann and the late Oliver Lissitzyn .4 The text follows the
traditional outline and consists almost entirely of excerpts from already
published material, including extensive quotations from periodical articles
and treatises, in addition to the standard international cases, judgments and
documents. The use of analytical articles, along with the interspersed editorial notes, gives the student some aid in his or her attempt to fathom the
material. Thus, the book's format and style of presentation is identical to
that of the usual contracts, torts or real property casebook. Not unexpectedly, many of these quotations come from the other works of the casebook's
editors. The text can be used with a separate volume of compiled
42
documents.
A competitor to the Henkin, Pugh casebook (one of the newer international law casebooks on the market) is the older text of Lester Orfield and
Edward Re. 43 Professor Re is currently the Chief Judge of the U.S. Inter3

See D. Turack, Book Review, 13 TEX. INT'L L.J. 160, 162 (1977).

"J.
CASTEL, CANADIAN CONFLICT OF LAWS (1975).
38
L. GREEN, INTERNATIONAL LAW (4th ed. 1978).

"Including Brownlie, supra note 29; Castel, supra note 34; Oppenheim, supra note 19; Hyde,
supra note 19; and Schwarzenberger, supra note 15.
4°L. HENKIN, R. PUGH, 0. SCHACTER and H. SMIT, INTERNATIONAL LAW: CASES AND
MATERIALS (1980).
W. FRIEDMANN, 0. LISSITZYN and

R.

PUGH, CASES AND MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL

LAW (1966).
LAW, BASIC DOCUMENTS (1980).
"L. ORFIELD and E. RE, CASES AND MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL LAW (Rev. ed. 1965).
'INTERNATIONAL

VOL. 18, NO. I
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national Trade Court. According to Orfield and Re:
The principal purpose of this collection of cases and materials on international
law is to provide a flexible44 teaching tool for an introductory course on international law in law schools.
Nevertheless, Orfield and Re are concerned about the dichotomy between
law and non-legal factors in international law.
Although the book is in the nature of a legal source book, and does not directly
discuss matters of international politics, economics and the other factors that
inevitably shape international law and practice, one must constantly keep these
factors in the foreground. A discussion of the principles of law with a frame of
reference to historical and political factors not only adds interest but is necessary
to place the discussion and evaluation of the cases in proper perspective. The
extent to which particular cases facilitate and induce that type45 of discussion ultimately determined the cases that were included in the book.
"In the interest of offering a 'sourcebook' rather than a 'casebook,' the
authors have endeavored to utilize extensive related and relevant materials."'46 However, the text still looks and reads like the traditional casebook
with the usual reliance on quotations from international cases, judgments
and documents. Much like the Henkin, Pugh casebook, Orfield and Re also
47
utilize analytical articles and editorial notes to fill in the gaps.
Two further points should be noted about this "sourcebook." First, the
editors have assisted the serious, scholarly student by opening each chapter
with extensive cross-references to the leading sources on the respective subject matter, much like L.C. Green does with his text.4 8 These references are
in addition to the standard references provided in the editorial/bibliographical notes. Second, the editors have compiled material with an American bias.49 Orfield and Re attempt to balance this by providing citations to
materials discussing other points of view.
2. HORNBOOKS

International law is one of the few areas of law where there are few if any
recognized hornbooks to accompany the recognized casebooks. 50 The
hornbook, as known to every law student, is the basic and comprehensive
treatise on a specific subject, consisting entirely of the author's prose, little if
"ld,
"5 1d,
'Id,
4'For

at ix.
at x.
at v.
example, no cases are utilized in the discussion of the treaty-making power. See id., at

X.

"See supra note 38.
"4See chapter 2, International Agreements, supra note 43.
"0See CALAMARI AND PERILLO, HORNBOOK ON CONTRACTS (2d ed. 1977); LA FAVE AND
SCOTT, HORNBOOK ON CRIMINAL LAW (1972); McCormick, HORNBOOK ON EVIDENCE (2d ed.
1972); WRIGHT, HORNBOOK ON FEDERAL COURTS (3d ed. 1976); PROSSER, HORNBOOK ON
TORTS (4th ed. 1971).
Winter 1984

184

INTERNATIONAL LAWYER

any quotation, and sufficient footnoting to lead the reader to the law itself.
Hornbooks are excellent research and study tools, in that they attempt to
organize and present the law on a given subject in a logical and comprehensive manner. In most intances, the hornbooks follow the same topical outline as the casebooks. For these reasons, hornbooks are often
recommended by law professors as necessary additions to the students'
libraries.
Dr. Michael Akehurst, a prolific English scholar, has written what can be
considered and recommended as an international law hornbook in his .4
Modern Introduction to InternationalLaw. 5 1 This paperback text, written

in a straight forward untechnical style, follows the traditional outline, and is
perhaps best described as a hybrid between the hardback hornbook and the
familiar paperback "nutshell." Although it has relatively few footnotes and
cross-references, its coverage is comprehensive and sufficiently detailed to
satisfy the basic law school course in the field. Although a hornbook is
generally thought of as a supplementary text, Akehurst's book can easily be
used as the central text in an introductory course in public international
law. It would work best in a lecture course, where the professor reviewed
the basic material, as introduced in the text, and expanded in depth on the
topics of particular interest.
One of the most famous and most quoted treatises on international law is
Professor Brierly's The Law of Nations.52 First written in 1928, its subtitle

reflects the tenor of the times: "An introduction to the international law of
peace." Brierly died in 1955 and the later edition was edited by Sir
Humphrey Waldock, a professor of public international law at Oxford University and a judge of the International Court of Justice. The introduction
that Brierly drafted for his fifth edition sets forth both the purpose of the
book and the insight for which he is respected:
The purpose of this book remains what it was when it was first published in
1928. It is not intended as a substitute for the standard textbooks on the subject,
but as an introduction for students who are beginning their law courses, or, I
hope, for laymen who wish to form some idea of the part that law plays, or that
we may reasonably hope that it will play, in the relations of states. That question
cannot be answered by apriorimethods which lead too often either to an underestimation of the services that international law is already rendering, or to an
equally mistaken assumption that it offers us the key to all our international troubles. The truth is that it is neither a myth on the one hand, nor a panacea on the
other, but just one institution53among others which we can use for the building of
a better international order.
Although some professors have used the book as their primary text, because
of its nature more as a discourse or lengthy essay, The Law of Nations
I'M. AKEHURST, A MODERN INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL LAW (4th ed. 1982).
52J. BRIERLY, THE LAW OF NATIONS (6th ed., H. Waldock, ed. 1963).

"Id, at v.
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serves better as a secondary text. Still, it follows the traditional format, and
is comprehensive, though not detailed or footnoted. Nevertheless, because
of its significance as international legal scholarship, I recommend that every
serious student obtain a copy for his or her personal library. This should
not be too difficult as the book is periodically reprinted.
54
The most detailed hornbook in the field is Fenwick's InternationalLaw.
Conceived and utilized as an introductory text, the book contains a number
of useful research tools: a very detailed table of contents, extensive bibliography, index, and a number of appendices. Although it roughly follows the
traditional outline, Fenwick has divided the text into four major parts: the
nature of international law; the organization of the community of nations;
the substantive rules of international law; and international procedure for
the settlement of conflicts of claims. The date of publication (1965) limits
its usefulness as a primary text, and its sheer magnitude may be more than
is necessary in a supplemental text.

3.

TREATISES

In 1938, Professor Hudson wrote:
Valuable as the case system may be, an editor is bound to recognize the limitations on its use in international law, a field in which some of the most interesting
problems never come before the courts national or international. 5 5
Hornbooks, manuals and, in particular, treatises go far to remedy this situation. The shading between hornbooks and treatises is not clear. However,
treatises tend to be more an author's interpretation of the law rather than a
repetition of the current state of the law. As a result, treatises tend to focus
more closely on subjects of particular interest to the author. Often, the treatises are collections of essays.
There is one small treatise that can be used as a textbook, and of which
56
students should be aware. It is Philip Jessup's4 Modern Law ofNations.
Although it is over thirty years old, the book serves as an introduction to
the subject. Its value lies in the stature of its author, who served as a judge
on the International Court, and is considered one of America's premier
international lawyers. As a result, this small volume has been cited by
many subsequent authors. The book is admittedly fragmentary, although it
follows the traditional outline. In his preface, Judge Jessup wrote:
This work is offered for the consideration and criticism of those interested in
the development of a modern law of nations. It is a bare introduction to some
aspects of the subject. Much of the existing body of international law is omitted
from the present re-examination, and much of the important field of international
organization or administration is left to one side. Those principles and rules of
"C. FENWICK, INTERNATIONAL LAW (4th ed. 1965).

"See supra note 2, at 45 1.
"P. JESSUP, A MODERN LAW OF NATIONS (Reprint 1968).
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international law have been included which seemed to offer the
most fruitful
57
fields for testing the hypotheses upon which the work proceeds.
For these reasons, this book is another volume that should be added to the
student's international law library.
4.

MANUALS

Manuals, also referred to as handbooks or guides, are distinct from hornbooks and treatises. In general, manuals are aimed at those already in the
practice of law rather than the law student. According to a recent review of
manuals:
The content and style of handbooks are as different as the number of handbooks available. A handbook is neither a casebook or textbook, nor a hornbook

or treatise, but is a little of each. It should serve as a research guide, introducing
students or practitioners to the subject and leading them to resources for more
detailed study.
There are, unfortunately, very few current comprehensive
58
handbooks.

Those manuals that do exist generally follow the traditional format, thus
making them usable as supplementary texts or hornbooks.
One of the best manuals is Georg Schwarzenberger's A Manual of International Law.5 9 Periodically updated and revised, it is recommended to
international law students as an excellent research tool and supplementary
60
reference text.
5. OUTLINES

The final category of texts utilizing the traditional outline is the study
outline, represented by such publication series as Gilbert's, Emmanuel's,
Legal-lines, Sum and Substance, Smith's, el al. West's Nutshell Series
reflects a similar style of presentation. This category of text is void of any
materials. Only one international law outline has been available, 6 1 but it
contains enough substantive errors to make one shy away from it. The subject certainly needs a good outline, and such an outline, following the traditional format, could serve as a teaching aid, a study aid, and a research aid.
B. Non-Traditional- The Problem Approach
In the last few years, however, a different approach to the traditional
outline has appeared. It is summed up in the concept of the "problem
5
Id, at vii.
"Bibliographic Note, Research Tools. Handbooks, Manuals, and Guides, 15 J. INT'L L.
EcON. 216 (1981).

"See supra note 15.

"Unfortunately, although found in most law libraries, it is difficult to find in book stores.
"G. MONACO AND L, MONACO, OUTLINE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (Blackstone Law Summaries, undated).
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method," in which students study complex true or hypothetical problems
and attempt to resolve the problems through the application of the law.
The key to this approach is not just knowledge but application. It requires
a knowledge and familiarity with the non-legal factors as well as the law.
This prerequisite knowledge must either be learned before taking the
"problem approach" course or taught in its incipient weeks. Thus, the
approach is either best for an advance group of students or must be tailored
to the abilities or inabilities of the students.
1.

CASE STUDIES

The problem approach can come in one of two forms. The first, and
earliest, form is the study of actual legal problems. Termed the "case
study" method, it should not be confused with the casebook approach, in
which isolated cases (in the legal sense) are used to present specific and
narrow points of law. The case study, on the other hand, involves the factual and legal analysis of a complex and troublesome international situation. The study usually examines how international law as well as nonlegal factors were applied and with what result. This approach, a reflection
of the social sciences, 62 is useful in teaching both the substance and the
application of the law. It also provides an opportunity to explore the richness of the interplay between the law and the non-legal factors.
A leading and oft-used example of this approach is Louis Henkin's How
Nations Behave 63 which almost qualifies as a treatise. Henkin, a co-editor
of an international laW casebook, 64 is the Harlan Fiske Stone Professor of
Constitutional Law at Columbia University. 65 The text is aimed at the general reader and is utilized in undergraduate and graduate courses. "The
spirit of the study is empirical. The treatment is unavoidably impressionistic ....
,,66 Henkin strives to bridge the gap between international law and
foreign policy, "to focus on the influence of law on how nations behave, on
their national policies and their international actions."' 67 Attempting to
cross this gulf is nothing new. 68 For Henkin, "the key question [is]: in what
2
" See W.
(1970).

GOULD AND

M.

BARKUN, INTERNATIONAL

LAW AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

63

L. HENKIN, How NATIONS BEHAVE (2d ed. 1979).

'See supra note 40.
"'See also HENKIN, FOREIGN

AFFAIRS AND THE CONSTITUTION

(1972) and

THE RIGHTS OF

MAN TODAY (1978).
'Katz, Book Review, 63 AM. J. INT'L L. 347, 348 (1969).

"See supra note 63, at x.
"International law scholar Rosalyn Higgins, in the preface of her book, THE DEVELOPMENT
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW THROUGH THE POLITICAL ORGANS OF THE UNITED NATIONS (1963),
wrote:
It is the view of many political scientists that the international lawyer hides himself in an
illusory world of tidy rules and obeyed norms, and is little concerned with the realities of
international relations.
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ways does international law determine, or govern, or modify, the policies of
governments and how nations behave toward each other?" 69 This examination should be the first step to determining how effective international
law is. However, "[any inquiry into the role of law must take into account
the state of 'the system'-the character of international society and of the
law at a given time." 70 Such an examination rests on the premise that law
"is a major force in international relations and a major determinant in
national policy."'7 1 Such an important premise arouses debate and disagreement. 7 2 This sort of controversy naturally highlights the nature of a
book as a reflection of the author's viewpoint or interests, and, depending
on the outlook of the professor seeking a textbook, will either make the
book more or less attractive.
Two books by Harvard Law School Professor Roger Fisher, Points of
Choice 73 and Improving Compliance with International Law, 74 share similarities with Henkin's book. Although they are not "problem-approach"
oriented, the two books represent a specific point of view in their approach
to the purpose and application of international law. These books, like Henkin's reflect the author's personal bias, far more than is apparent in
casebook or hornbook-style textbooks. Fisher writes of his latest book:
The central focus of this book is the process of fostering compliance of states with
international law. . . . I intend to show how governments may be induced to
comply with legal 75and other norms on the basis of an analysis of their current
behavior patterns.
2. COURSEBOOKS
The focus on the application of international law, rather than the isolated
study of the substantive rules of law, is predominant in the problem
approach. Two leading examples of the problem-oriented approach are
77
InternationalLegal Process76 and InternationalLaw and World Order.
Unlike the Henkin book, in which the author discusses the problems and
potential solutions, these two textbooks only present the problems, usually
through documentary evidence similar to a casebook. These are not short
'See
7"Id,
"Id,
"See

supra note 63, at x.
at 7.
at 268-69.
Hoffman, Introduction, in L.

"Id,

at 3-4.

SCHNEINMAN AND D. WILKINSON, INTERNATIONAL LAW
AND POLITICAL CRISIS: AN ANALYTIC CASEBOOK, xi-xix (1968); Kennedy, Book Review, 21
HARV. INT'L L.J. 301-21 (1980).
"R. FISHER, POINTS OF CHOICE (1978).
'R. FISHER, IMPROVING COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW (1981).
7A. CHAYES, T. EHRLICH, AND A. LOWENFELD, INTERNATIONAL LEGAL PROCESS (2 vol.

1969).
" B.
(1980).

WESTON,

R.
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books, however. The first text comes in two volumes while the second78text
is accompanied by a collection of documents and a teacher's manual.
InternationalLegal Process, which is subtitled "Materials for an Introductory Course," was written by Abram Chayes, Thomas Ehrlich and
Andreas Lowenfeld, each a distinguished scholar. The textbook presents
eighteen real international legal situations, including the Sabbatino case,
the international trade-related "chicken war" between the U.S. and Europe,
and the Cuban missile crisis. The problems are divided into three categories: limits of adjudication, economic affairs, and political affairs. Each case
begins with a summary outline, followed by an extensive historical and factual overview, set forth by quotes from a vast array of documentary sources,
including newspaper accounts, official proclamations and U.N. documents.
One of the difficulties with the problem-approach is that it requires the
students to have advance knowledge of the substantive rules of international law. As noted earlier, this can be remedied in one of two ways. One
method is to tailor the problems to teach the substantive rules of law. Each
problem, then, must be directed to the students' level of understanding. In
essence, this is what the Chayes, Ehrlich, Lowenfeld text does. Each of the
problems is designed to present key, but general, issues of international law,
including the role of international law in domestic courts, sovereign immunity, power of the ICJ, bilateralism, sanctions, and intervention. The case
studies present the necessary background material, although the substantive
law is necessarily kept general though relevant. The approach, however,
allows, if not requires, the instructor to lecture on other points of law in
greater depth.
The other approach to solving the problem-approach dilemma is to take
some time at the beginning of the course to cover key substantive rules of
law. This is the approach of the Weston, Falk, D'Amato textbook, which
the authors recognize in the subtitle is not a casebook, but "A ProblemOriented Coursebook":
[O]ur "coursebook," deliberately so called because the content and procedure
of international law are not adequately mirrored in a "casebook" . . .. 7
The text is divided into three parts: "The International Legal Process,"
"Problems in International Law and World Order," and "The Potential of
International Law for the Future." The first part, following the Nuremberg
War trials theme, presents the general doctrines of international law,
including its sources, hierarchy and process of creation. The second part
presents four groups of fictional international legal situations, in the areas
of war and peace, human rights, economic development, and the environ"BASIC DOCUMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WORLD ORDER
MANUAL FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW AND WORLD ORDER (1980).

"A

(1980); A

TEACHER'S

TEACHER'S MANUAL, supra note 78, at I.
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ment. The final part focuses on the future and potential of international
law.
Unlike the Chayes, et al. textbook, which relies on actual case studies, the
Weston, et al. textbook relies on hypothetical cases. The cases include
problems of internal conflict and intervention; terrorism and extradition;
pollution and ICJ jurisdiction; human rights and development; private
investment; law of the seas and seizure of vessels; and economic development. The problem-approach is oriented toward the use of simulation exercises, such as moot courts, where the students can grapple with the
problems. Factually, the cases are sufficiently detailed and similar to real
life that they are easy to grasp. However, because of the need to know the
substantive rules of law, the authors recommend "both
elaborate and sum80
mary lectures whenever appropriate and possible."
3.

NON-COMPREHENSIVE TREATISES

There are a number of textbooks which are not problem-oriented but are
also not of the traditional format. The Fisher books8' are in this mold.
These textbooks are what I term non-comprehensive treatises. They are
treatises in that they treat the international law in an essay format, usually
presenting a specific point of view. They are not comprehensive because
they do not attempt to treat the entire spectrum of international legal principles, as a traditional casebook or hornbook might attempt.
There are a couple of non-comprehensive treatises that students should
be aware of, because of the school of thought that they represent. They are
Studies in World Public Order,82 by Professor Myres McDougal and his

associates at Yale Law School and InternationalLaw Essays by Professors
McDougal and Michael Reisman,8 3 which serves as a supplement to their
textbook InternationalLaw in Contemporary Perspective.84 Although the

first book is dated, the two texts together represent premier examples of the
Yale or New Haven school of international law. 85 That school is marked
"An excellent source for moot court-style case studies are the annual "cases" prepared for
the Philip Jessup International Moot Court Competition, hosted by the American Society of
International Law. The cases, which are argued in local, regional, semi-final and final rounds
among law school teams from around the world, are fictional creations based on a combination of recent international law developments. The case materials and winning "memorials,"
or briefs, are sometimes published by the Society or its student arm, the Association of Student
International Law Societies.
"'See supra notes 73 and 74.
"2M. McDOUGAL, et al, STUDIES IN WORLD PUBLIC ORDER (1960).

"IM.

McDOUGAL AND

14M.

McDOUGAL AND

M.
M.

REISMAN, INTERNATIONAL LAW ESSAYS

(1981).

REISMAN, INTERNATIONAL LAW IN CONTEMPORARY

PERSPEC-

(1981).
"An introduction to the New Haven School of InternationalLaw can be found in Suzuki,
The New Haven School of InternationalLaw: An Invitation to a Policy-OrientedJurisprudence,
I YALE STUDIES IN WORLD PUBLIC ORDER I (1974).
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by its interest in "world public order" 86 and a "policy-oriented approach"
to law. 87 It has spawned an extensive series of books and articles by
McDougal, the late lawyer/political scientist/scholar Harold Lasswell, and
88
others.
Both books of essays are typical of textbook treatises in that they are
focused on a central or common theme. Of course, these are atypical in
their message. While they do not purport to teach the substantive rules of
international law, they attempt, as many treatises do, to create a comprehensive approach to the study and application of international law. In this
regard, the McDougal books apply the policy-oriented approach to a
number of areas of law, including war and peace, human rights, and treaties and international agreements. Furthermore, the approach is applicable
to current situations. The goal of the 1960 book of essays is stated by
McDougal in the introduction:
The unity which is sought in these essays, collected here for the convenience of
students and co-workers, is that of a contextual, policy-oriented jurisprudence,
postulating as its overriding goal the dignity of man in an increasingly universal
public order. For some years Harold D. Lasswell and I have been endeavoring,
incollaboration with various associates, to formulate and recommend appropriate general theory and intellectual procedures for such a jurisprudence and to test
preliminary formulations by their application to important contemporary
"6World public order is defined as:
• ..those features of the world social process, including both goal values and implementing
institutions, which are protected by law. The world social process, regarded as embracing
all the interactions and interdeterminations of peoples across state lines, observably includes
a component process of effective power, in the sense that decisions with international effects,
of many different geographical range and intensities in impact, are in fact continuously
being made and enforced. Many of the decisions comprehended in this world process of
effective power are, further, scarcely less observably affected by perspectives of authority,. in
the double sense that they are made by the people established by community expectation as
appropriate to make such decisions and that they are "reasoned" decisions-that is, decisions achieved through procedures and justified in terms of policy criteria established by
community expectation. See supra note 82, at x.
7
The policy-oriented approach is summarized as:
We do not subscribe to what is conventionally called "objectivity" or "neutrality," which
easily masks the hidden biases or vale premises of the writer. Contemporary writings are
inundated with hidden biases and concealed value premises in the name of objective observations. Biases can be minimized only if the writer explicitly clarifies his values and specifies the ways in which he proposes to achieve them. In reality, "despite assurances to the
contrary," as Gunnar Myrdal says, "practical and political conclusions are almost always
drawn nevertheless."
Studies in law as a discipline of the social sciences cannot be value-free. Those involved in a
process making, applying, and remaking of law are always making policy decisions involving value indulgences and deprivations. A legal craftsman is responsible for enlightenment
which includes the explicit identification of the particular policies which authoritative decisions express. To stop short of recommending the policy which will best serve the fundamental goals to which he is committed may be tentamount to relinquishing the opportunity
of a responsible citizen of the larger community of mankind. Supra note 86 at iii.
"See supra note 86, at 3.
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problems. Our objectives include both the developing of a comprehensive framework of inquiry which will permit full advantage to be taken of expanding
knowledge in the social and behavioral sciences and the encouragement of the

use of such a framework, flexibly and creatively, in specific inquiries designed to
further progress toward a8public
order more completely embodying and protect9
ing the postulated values.

This summary review has not mentioned dozens of other international
legal textbooks. 90 There are a wide variety of interesting and valuable texts
available. (See Appendix.) Some of the older or less well-known texts. 9 1
should not be overlooked, 92 nor should those written in languages other
than English.93 Nevertheless, this brief review of a number of international
law textbooks should provide some food for thought.
IV. Summary
Materials available as textbooks for undergraduate, graduate and law
school courses in international law fall into general categories. Those in the
first category follow a standard and traditional outline of international law,
regardless of whether they present the material as prose (hornbook) or
reproduction of legal materials (casebook). The hornbook and the
casebook, both familiar to law students, are best used for different teaching
styles, the former in a lecture format, the latter in a Socratic method format.
Of course, these types of texts can supplement each other. There is a
remarkable similarity among these books. They all follow a similar outline,
cover almost the identical material, and include the usual reference tools:
detailed table of contents, and bibliography or bibliographic notes. The
texts do have some variety in how they deal with specific subjects, such as
89

See supra note 82, at ix.
'A number of additional textbooks are discussed in brief in Bibliographic Note, Analytical
Tools-Textbooks, Casebooks, and Classics, 15 J. INT'L L. ECON. 173-90 (1981).
"'See A. NUSSBAUM,

A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE LAW OF NATIONS (2d ed. 1954).

"2While this article has stayed away from the subject of comparative law, two comparative
law texts can be mentioned. The first is John Brierly's translation of Rene David's famous
comparative law textbook: R. DAVID AND J. BRIERLY, MAJOR LEGAL SYSTEMS IN THE WORLD
TODAY: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF LAW (1968). The volume studies legal systems by the generic routes: Romano-Germanic; Socialist; Common Law; and religious and traditional laws. Each section explores the history, structure, sources and key
principles of each legal system. Making the text even more valuable are the extensive bibliographic and reference appendices. The second book is Prof. Tunkin's THEORY OF INTERNA-

TIONAL LAW (W. Butler, trans. 1974). Prof. Tunkin is one of the Soviet Union's leading
international lawyers and this book presents the Soviet position on international law through a
combination of legal analysis and simple propaganda. Also a leading textbook on the U.N. is
L. SOHN, CASES ON UNITED NATIONS LAW (1967). Sohn also has a paperback set: L. SOHN,
THE UNITED NATIONS IN ACTION (1968); BASIC DOCUMENTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS (L.

Sohn, ed., 2d ed. 1968). For a textbook on international organizations, see F. KIRGIS, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (2d ed. 198-).
3

" See, e.g.,

A. VERDROSS

PRAXIS (1976)--ed.
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the law of war or the jurisdiction of states, and they can reflect different
philosophical or national perspectives on the subject.
The second category of textual materials can be called non-traditional in
their approach to the subject. These texts include those of the problemoriented approach to teaching international law and the treatise. Both are
useful for involving students directly in the learning process, as in seminars
or simulation exercises. While these non-traditional materials usually
emphasize the application of law over the substantive rules, they recognize
that one cannot go without the other. The author's personal biases and
philosophical approach to the subject are normally more revealed in a
treatise.
Hopefully, this article has revived the recognition among educators and
students of the role of the course textbook. It is evident that an instructor's
purpose and style can be influenced by the choice of textbook. But even
more importantly, the instructor's conscious purpose and style should influence the choice of the textbook.
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APPENDIX
List of International Law Textbooks*
G. CLARK AND L.
P. CORBETT, LAW

SOHN, WORLD PEACE THROUGH WORLD LAW
IN DIPLOMACY

(2d ed. 1960);

(1959);
(2d ed. 1957);
(P. Corbett, trans; rev. ed. 1968);
THE LAW OF NATIONS (1929) (one

C. DE VISSCHER, THEORIES ET REALITIES EN DROIT INTERNATIONAL
THEORY AND REALITY IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

E. DICKINSON, CASES AND OTHER READING ON

of the first leading textbooks);
E. DICKINSON, CASES ON INTERNATIONAL LAW (1950) (casebook by one of the earliest American scholars);
W. GOULD, AN INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL LAW (1957) (a college-level
hornbook);
M. HUDSON, CASES AND OTHER MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL LAW (1929, 3d ed.
1951) (another of the earliest and best casebooks);
C. HYDE, INTERNATIONAL LAW, As CHIEFLY AS INTERPRETED AND APPLIED BY
THE UNITED STATES (2d ed. 1945, 3 vol.) (one of the most often quoted sources);
C. JENKS, COMMON LAW OF MANKIND (1958);

P.

JESSUP, TRANSNATIONAL LAW

(1956);

M. KAPLAN AND N. KATZENBACH, THE POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (1961) (one of the leading college-level textbooks);
M. KATZ AND K. BREWSTER, INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS AND RELATIONS,
CASES AND MATERIALS (1960);

H. KELSEN, PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (2d ed., R. Tucker ed., 1966) (Kelsen is a founder of the realist school of law);
A. LARSON, WHEN NATIONS DISAGREE (1961);
N. LEECH, C. OLIVER AND J. SWEENEY, CASES AND MATERIALS ON THE INTERNATIONAL LEGAL SYSTEM (1970, 2d ed., (1980) J. Sweeney, C. Oliver and N.

Leech-authors) (another widely used law school textbook);
W. MCCLURE, WORLD LEGAL ORDER (1969);
M. McDOUGAL AND F. FELICIANO, LAW AND MINIMUM WORLD PUBLIC ORDER

(1961) (a major application of the policy-oriented approach to the regulation of
conflict);
M. McDOUGAL AND M. REISMAN, INTERNATIONAL LAW IN CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVE

(1981);

H. MORGENTHAU, POLITICS AMONG NATIONS (3d ed. 1960) (perhaps the most
widely utilized college political science textbook, which devotes space to international law);

'This list includes textbooks discussed or referred to in the text.
VOL. 18, NO. 1

InternationalLaw Textbooks
D.

O'CONNELL, INTERNATIONAL LAW

(2 vol. 1965) (the author is Australian);

L. OPPENHEIM, INTERNATIONAL LAW (H. Lauterpacht ed., 8th ed. vol. 1, 1955; 7th

ed., vol. 2, 1952) (another of the leading sources to which almost all casebooks
and hornbooks refer);
J. SCOTT, CASES ON INTERNATIONAL LAW (1922) (one of America's first international law casebooks);
STARKE, AN INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL LAW (5th ed., 1963) (published in
Great Britain);
E. STEIN AND P. HAY, LAW AND INSTITUTION IN THE ATLANTIC AREA: CASES AND
PROBLEMS (1967) (one of the dozens of specialized textbooks that are available);
H. STEINER AND D. VAGTS, TRANSNATIONAL LEGAL PROBLEMS: MATERIALS AND
TEXT (2d ed. 1976) (another widely used law school textbook);
VAN DYKE, INTERNATIONAL POLITICS (1957) (another example of a college political
science text that discusses international law);
H. WHEATON, ELEMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (R. Dana ed., 1866; A. Keith ed.,
2 vol., 1944) (one of the oldest English language texts on the subject);
Q. WRIGHT, CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL LAW (1955) (Wright was one of
America's most prolific international law/political science writers, and probably
ranks with Philip Jessup as one of our most influential international law teachers).
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